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Mules Are Back In Town

Students Return To Changing Campus, Athletic Seasons Begin
Brian Yancelson
Co-Editor In Chief

The Mules are back at school and they
were welcomed by a campus undergoing
a massive renovation, thanks to a $135
million bond package voters passed in
May of 2017. Some highlights of the
bond include a new cafeteria that will
feature culinary arts facilities, upgraded
facilities for athletics and approximately
50 additional parking spaces.
“Being back at school is great,” senior
Eleanor Stokes-Liss said. “I love seeing
all my friends, and I’m super excited to
make my last year here memorable.”
All these changes have brought loads
of excitement to the high school, but
they’ve also caused some changes to
students’ everyday experience at school.
Construction has torn out The Oaks, an
outdoor area where people could eat
lunch and walk through, so students
must now go through the inside of the
main building to navigate their way
around rather than having the option of
walking outside from class to class. To
ease the stress of students trying to get
to class on time, passing periods were
lengthened from five minutes to six
minutes.
“I’ve found that the hallways get
really crowded with construction in The
Oaks,” senior Nate Smith said. “The
longer passing periods give me time to
get to class on time and be ready to learn
before the teacher starts.”
Another big change this school year is
the parking situation on campus. In
previous years, juniors had to park in the
junior lot and along Castano while
seniors were allowed to park on E. Fair
Oaks. This year, because construction has
taken up a lot of spaces, juniors and
seniors can park on either street
regardless of their grade. This has forced
students to adapt and figure out not
only where to park but also what time
they need to arrive to secure a good spot.
“I live less than five minutes away
from school,” senior Sarah McFarland
said. “I have to get here at least 45
minutes early if I want a decent spot.”
The kickoff to the athletic year took

During the first varsity football game of the year, students cheer on the Mules. “It was really exciting being together with my class, especially as
seniors getting to stand in the front,” senior Sarah Hayne said. The Mules defeated the New Braunfels Unicorns 34-24. Photo by Madison
O’Daniel

place at the annual Mule Team Barbecue
at Harry B. Orem Stadium on Aug. 29.
Every sports team was introduced to the
crowd, the cheerleaders and Spurs
Dancers performed and blue and gold
once again filled the stands to provide
an energetic return to school spirit.
“It was exciting being recognized and
introduced as a varsity football player,”
junior Liam Franklin said. “I’ve been
introduced before with a team, but
there’s something about varsity that
gives it a special spice.”
For the first time in a few years, all
students will have to pay for tickets to
school sporting events both at home
and away. As a result, the school is

At the New Braunfels game, the band, Spurs Dancers and sophomore Twirler Brooke Rohweder
welcome the football team. “It could be stressful, but at the same time it was exhillarting and it
gave me a big rush to twirl at the game,” Rohweder said. The school fight song played as the
football team ran out. Photo by Georgia Tipton
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Get up to date with all the
construction on campus.
See story on page 3
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offering a new season pass that covers all
events with the exception of varsity
football games, tournaments and
playoff games. The pass costs $75 for
adults and $40 for students, and it will
prevent fans from worrying about
getting a ticket before each game. It
should also encourage people to attend
more games to get the most value for
their dollars, so expect to see more fans
in the stands cheering on the Mules.
“I just love the environment of
sporting events at our school,” senior
Ellie McGrath said. “So many students
show up to make a fun night of the
whole event. I’m so pumped to get into
all of these games this year.”

Monday Schedule:
1st-8:45 a.m.-9:32 a.m.
2nd-9:38 a.m.-10:25 a .m.
Advisory-10:25 a.m.-10:50 a.m.
3rd-10:56 a.m.-11:43 a.m.
4th-11:49 a.m.-12:36 p.m.
5th-1:26 p.m.-2:13 p.m.
6th-2:19 p.m.-3:06 p.m.
7th-3:12 p.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday Schedule:
1st-8:45 a.m.-9:35 a.m.
2nd-9:41a.m.-10:31 a.m.
Muletube-10:36 a.m.-10:41 a.m.
3rd-10:42 a.m.-11:32 a.m.
4th-11:38 a.m.-12:28 p.m.
5th-1:18 p.m.-2:08 p.m.
6th-2:14 p.m.-3:04 p.m.
7th-3:10 p.m.-4 p.m.

Before the Mule Team Barbecue, sophomores Kylee Smith, Maya Osander-Covarrubias, Naomi
Zimmerman and Emily Regner carry the colors. “It was a little nerve-racking because I didn’t
want to mess up, but I loved doing something with such honor,” Osander-Covarrubias said.
JROTC appeared before every home football game. Photo by Emme Johnson

Rookie Sensations

Ready To Rock

Which first year players
will rule the NFL?
See story on page 9

Check out the preview
for Austin City Limits.
See story on page 13
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